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NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


jdnnual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Y  ear  en  ded 

December,  /  946. 

BY 

m.  f.  mcdonnell,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northfeeet  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Public  Health  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  ended  December,  1946. 

The  report  is,  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  again  presented 
in  an  abbreviated  form  this  year. 


I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  continued  interest 
and  support. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


M.  F.  MCDONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Councillor  Mrs.  B.  E.  Barker  (Chairman). 

,,  S.  Bennett. 

,,  H.  Clements. 

,,  Mrs.  G.  G.  Lane. 

,,  J.  Haynes. 

,,  J.  W.  Stanford. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

All  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with  the  following  who 
attended  in  a  consultative  capacity 

Mesdames  Clegg,  Humphrey,  Oakes,  Smith,  Stanford,  Whitchelo  and 
White. 


Clerk  : 

Mr.  W.  G.  Futcher. 

Solicitor  : 

Mr.  F.  W.  Jones. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

M.  F.  McDonnell,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer’. 
James  Crawford,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

J.  S.  Cowpland,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  Meat  Inspector. 
A.  J.  Munford,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  E.  Martin,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.San.I. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (as  constituted  at  30th  June,  1935)  ; 

acres  (. 

393  Tidal 

Water) 

3.77° 

Population  (Census  1931) 

16,080 

,,  (Estimated  1946) 

17,880 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  March, 

1946) 

4.975 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  year  ended  31st  December 

,  1946 

59 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

(1931) 

3.723 

31st  December, 

(1946 

£112,625 

Rateable  value  ,,  ,, 

(1945 

£109.473 

)  )  >  > 

(1944 

£111.347 

(1946 

£471 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

(1945 

£435 

(1944 

£463 

(1946 

393 

Number  of  Births 

(1945 

299 

(1944 

336 

Northfleet. 

England  &  Wales- 

Live. 

Still. 

Live. 

Still. 

(1946 

21.98 

0.84 

19.1 

0.53 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

(1945 

18.7 

0.56 

16. 1 

0.46 

(1944 

21.0 

0.62 

17.6 

0.5 

(1946 

MM..4 

11 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

(1945 

17 

(1944 

8 

Northfleet. 

England  & 

Wales. 

(1946 

10.9 

ix-5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

(1945 

11.8 

11.4 

(1944 

10.4 

11. 6 

(1946 

I95 

Number  of  Deaths 

(1945 

189 

(1944 

I67 

Live.  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
Stillbirths  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths 


Total 

M. 

F. 

382 

184 

00 

07 

H 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

21.98 

11 

6 

5 

14 

9 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

T 

T 

still)  births 

36.76 

JL 

195 

JL 

109 

86 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

10-9 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  i,ooo  live  births  .  .  . -  .  30.54 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  . .  . .  28.79 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . -  . -  90.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  .  .  . .  .  43 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  . .  o 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  . .  o 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . -  ....  . —  2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1946. 


Causes  of  Death.  Male.  Female. 

All  causes  .  109  86 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  -  — -  — 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever  .  -  —  — 

3  Scarlet  fever .  —  — 

4  Whooping  Cough  .  — •  — 

5  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

6  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .  ..  9  4 

7  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  —  2 

8  Syphilitic  diseases  .  —  — 

9  Influenza  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1  — 

10  Measles  .  — •  — 

11  Infantile  Paralysis,  etc.  —  — 

12  Ac :  inf  :  enceph  :  .  .  .  . ..  . -  — -  — 

13  Cancer  of  mouth,  etc.  :  (m)  uterus  (f)  3  — - 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  4  3 

15  Cancer  of  breast  .  —  6 

16  Cancer  of  other  sites  .  13  14 

17  Diabetes  .  —  — 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  .  . -  .  9  7 

19  Heart  disease  15  23 

20  Other  disease  of  circ.  system  .  -  4  3 

21  Bronchitis  .  10  5 

22  Pneumonia  .  ..  3  2 

23  Other  resp.  diseases  .  —  — 

24  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum  .  2  — 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  2  — 

26  Appendicitis  .  ..  2  — 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  .  . ...  . .  .  2  — 

28  Nephritis  .  3  2 

29  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ........  .  .  . .  .  —  — 

30  Other  maternal  causes  —  — 

31  Premature  birth  . ..  .  . -  _ _  _ ..  2  2 

32  Congenital  malformation  :  birth  injury,  etc.  . . .  ........  4  2 

33  Suicide  .  —  — 

34  Road  traffic  accidents  1  — 

35  Other  violent  causes  .  . _  . .  .  .  6  1 

36  All  other  causes  .  . ...  .......  _  _  14  10 
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BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1946. 


Provisional  Figures 

based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 

1 26  County 

148  Smaller 

Boro's  and 

Towns 

Great  Towns 

(Resident 

Adminis¬ 

England 

Populations 

25,000  to 

trative 

and 

including 

50,000  at 

County 

Wales 

London. 

1931  Census) 

London.  Northfleet. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


Births  : — 


Live 

19.1 

22.2 

21.3 

21.5 

21.98 

Still 

o-53 

0.67 

o-59 

o-54 

O.84 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes 

n-5 

12.7 

11 7 

12.7 

IO.9 

Measles 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.13 

0.14 

0.12 

0.05 

Notifications  : — 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1.38 

I*5I 

i-33 

I.42 

0.05 

Diphtheria 

0.28 

0.32 

0.31 

O.24 

0.00 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.22 

0.25 

0.22 

0.2  7 

0.28 

Pneumonia 

O.89 

1.02 

O.74 

075 

0.39 

Cerebral  Spinal 
Fever 

0.05 

0.05 

O.O4 

0.06 

0.00 

Measles 

3-92 

473 

370 

7-35 

0.39 

Whooping  Cough 

2.28 

2.48 

2.05 

2.22 

1.23 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  - - — - - - - 

1  year  of  age .  43  45  37  41  30.54 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  age .  4.4  6.1  2.8  4.2  5.09 


(a)  Notifications  : 
Puerperal  Fever  ) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ) 


Rates  per  1,000  total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 


8.50  10.35  7.63  9.68  4.90 


(b)  Maternal  Mortality  : 

No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142-6 

Abortion  with 

Abortion  without 

Puerperal 

148-150 

Sepsis 

Sepsis 

Infections 

Others 

England  &  Wales  0.13 

0.06 

0.18 

1.06 

Northfleet  .  0.00 

0.00 

5 

0.00 

0.00 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Midwives. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the 
following  as  County  Midwives  : — 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Brownridge 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Kemp 

Miss  Barron 
Miss  Chamberlain 

Miss  Woods 

Other  midwife  practising  i 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Hoeeoway 


County  Council  who  have  appointed  the 

37,  Cobham  Street,  Gravesend. 

Tel.  :  1686  (District  Organiser). 

67,  Broomfield  Road,  Swanscombe. 

Tel.  :  Gravesend  4121. 
34,  Knockhall  Chase,  Greenhithe. 

34,  Springhead  Road,  Northfleet. 

Tel :  Gravesend  4079. 

37,  Hardy  Avenue,  Northfleet. 

Tel :  Gravesend  5165. 

the  district : — 

43,  Mitchell  Avenue. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Average  weekly  attendance  at  all  M.  and  CAV.  Centres  .  .  189 

Total  attendances  of  children  during  the  year  . .  .  . .  9,820 

New  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  . .  357 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  all  Centres  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  children  under  1  year  of  age  .  .  .  . „  4,235 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  .  .  1,102 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  _ .  5337 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centres  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance  were  : — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  .  .  .  .  317 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  .  .  .  .  35 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year 
and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  .  .  .  .  273 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  . .  .  . ..  . . -  289 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

(a)  Number  of  clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  .  .  1 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  at  all  clinics  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  88 

(c)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  clinics  during  the 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT. 


Day. 

PlyACE. 

Morning. 

Afternoon 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Thursday 

Council  Offices 

— 

2—3 

Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Clinics  : 

Monday 

Council  Offices 

— 

2-30—4-30 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday 

Istead  Rise, 

of  each  month 

“  Keston,”  (Wrotham  Rd.) 

— 

3—4 

Wednesday 

Harriers  Hall,  St.  Thomas 

Road  (Perry  Street) 

— 

2.30—4 

Thursday 

Council  Offices 

— 

3—4 

1st  Thursday  of 

Toddlers’  Clinic 

each  month 

Council  Offices 

— 

3—4 

Sale  of  Foods  : 

Monday 

Council  Offices 

9 — 10 

2.30—4-30 

Tuesday 

Council  Offices 

9 — 10 

— 

1st  &  3rd  Tuesday 

of  each  month 

Istead  Rise 

— 

3—4 

Wednesday 

Council  Offices 

0 

H 

O 

Wednesday 

All  Saints  Parish  Hall 

— 

2.30—4 

Thursday 

Council  Offices 

9—10 

3—4 

Friday 

Council  Offices 

9 — 10 

— 

Saturday 

Council  Offices 

9 — -io 

— 

(Government  Foods  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  Council’s 

Centres  at  tl 

above  times  EXCEPT  Fridays). 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 

Monday 

Council  Offices 

- — 

3—4 

Thursday 

Council  Offices 

— 

3—4 

Friday 

Council  Offices 

10 — 11 

— 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes 
in  the  area  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

Maternal  Mortality. — The  Comity  Medical  Officer  of  Health  co-operates  with 
me  in  undertaking  any  necessary  investigations  in  connection  with  maternal  deaths. 

The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council : — 

(1)  Difficult  cases  of  labour  are  admitted  to  the  Gravesend  and  North  Kent 
Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  are  admitted  to  Bow  Arrow  Hospital. 

(3)  Consultant  Gynaecologist  available  if  required. 

(4)  Ante-natal  and  other  clinics  provided  by  the  Council. 

These  are  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Ante-Natal  Services. — -The  Council  have  established  an  ante-natal  clinic 
but  attendances,  despite  every  encouragement,  do  not  reach  the  standard  which 
the  service  deserves. 
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Post  Natal  Services. — -In  the  course  of  her  duties  the  Health  Visitor  advises 
any  mother  who  is  not  progressing  satisfactorily  to  attend  for  post-natal  examination 

Such  cases  are  examined  at  the  ante-natal  session  and  the  number  does  not 
warrant  the  institution  of  separate  sessions. 

Home  Helps.— A  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  and  Domestic  Helps 
was  introduced  in  the  latter  part  of  1944. 

Dental  Treatment. — -It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Council  have  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  Kent  Education  Committee  for  the  utilisation  of  their  dental 
service  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under 
school  age. 

Records. — The  records  maintained  in  relation  to  the  Council’s  maternity  and 
child  welfare  services  are  satisfactory  in  every  respect  and  are  at  the  disposal  of 
any  medical  practitioner  who  may  desire  to  consult  them  with  reference  to  any 
particular  case. 


CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

The  following  action  has  been  taken  : — - 

(1)  Space  has  been  provided  on  the  notification  of  births  cards  to  obtain  in¬ 
formation  as  to  weight  at  birth  (when  this  is  less  than  5J  lbs.). 

(2)  Every  effort  is  made  to  provide  a  separate  bedroom  for  the  mother  and 
infant. 

(3)  The  Health  Visitor  and  Midwives  have  given  particular  attention  to  the 
babies. 

(4)  Home  Helps  are  available. 

(5)  Institutional  care  is  available  for  some  selected  cases  at  the  local  hospital. 

(6)  Special  forms  of  transport  available  to  convey  babies  to  hospital. 

(7)  The  closest  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  hospital  and  Welfare 
Authority. 

During  the  year  there  were  19  premature  infants. 

CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council : — 

I  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  question  of  the  future 
operation  of  the  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children. 

Members  will  remember  that  this  matter  arose  originally  from  a  circular  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  which  emphasised  that  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother 
and  her  child  was  an  important  part  of  the  duty  of  welfare  authorities  and  suggested 
that  where  voluntary  moral  welfare  associations  existed,  the  duty  could  most 
effectively  be  implemented  by  the  co-operation  with  and  financial  assistance  to 
the  voluntary  agency. 

Following  the  receipt  of  the  circular,  a  conference  was  held  at  the  County  Hall 
Maidstone  and  as  an  outcome,  the  Council  agreed  to  make  a  contribution  of  £15 
per  annum  to  the  funds  of  the  Rochester  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Council  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  that  Council’s  hostel  accommodation  being  made  available  for  Northfleet 
cases.  This  arrangement  was  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 
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In  the  light  of  the  experience  in  relation  to  a  recent  case,  it  is  apparent  that  this 
sum  of  £15  is  considerabty  below  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  even  one  case  and 
as  the  members  are  aware,  there  are  two  or  three  cases  now  pending. 

I  gather  from  a  representative  of  the  Moral  Welfare  Council  that  their  suggestion 
is  that  the  Council  should  consider  making  an  annual  contribution  of  £25  and  an 
additional  payment  of  30s.  od.  per  week  in  respect  of  each  case  remitted  to  the  hostel. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  in  certain  circumstances  the  Moral  Welfare  Council 
are  able  to  recover  some  of  the  cost  from  the  mother. 

One  point  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  that  the  whole  object  of  Moral  Welfare  is  to 
secure  that  the  mother  and  the  child  are  retained  in  the  hostel  for  a  considerable 
period  and  a  fairly  substantial  expenditure  would  be  involved  at  the  rate  of  30s.  od. 
per  week  for  each  case. 

As  I  interpret  the  position,  the  Moral  Welfare  Council's  function  is  not  related 
to  the  actual  confinement— in  other  words,  they  cater  (primarily,  at  least)  for  ante 
and  post  natal  care  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  confinement  costs  would  probably 
fall  to  be  borne  by  the  Council  under  the  agreement  with  the  Kent  County  Council 
for  the  treatment  of  maternity  cases  at  the  Hartford  County  Hospital.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  this  agreement  provides  for  the  treatment  of  cases  from  this 
district  where  (amongst  other  things)  the  home  conditions  are  such  as  to  warrant 
removal  and  there  seems  to  be  no  logical  reason  for  distinction  between  legitimate 
or  illegitimate  births.  It  is  important  to  note  that  this  agreement  is  entirety 
distinct  from  that  with  the  Gravesend  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  difficult 
maternity  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  additional  charge  of  £12  12s.  iod.  which  the  Council  agreed 
to  pay  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  at  its  last  meeting,  I  now  find 
that  the  Moral  Welfare  Council’s  account  was  inclusive  of  the  County  Council’s 
charge  for  confinement  and  that  this  charge  in  fact  amounted  to  £15.  For  this 
part  of  the  Welfare  Council’s  account,  I  think  the  Council  were  responsible,  having 
regard  to  the  agreement  with  the  County  Council.  The  fact  that  the  excess  was 
below  £15  was  due  to  the  payment  by  the  patient  of  the  maternity  benefit  and  a 
contribution  made  towards  the  cost  by  the  Moral  Welfare  Council. 

I  think  it  proper  to  emphasise  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  clearly  expect  local 
authorities  to  assume  some  reasonable  responsibility  in  this  matter  and  if  the  Council 
decide  to  substantially  increase  their  commitment  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Council, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Minister  of  Health  would  be  prepared  to  give  his  formal 
approval. 


SECTION  206  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

NURSING  OF  CHILDREN  FOR  REWARD. 

At  present  there  are  two  names  on  the  register.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  the 
children  regularly,  and  has  found  the  homes  satisfactory. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Bow  Arrow  Hospital  provide  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  infectious  disease 
cases  to  hospital.  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  provide  an  ambulance  for  accidents 
and  general  purposes. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Through,  the  Northfleet  Diamond  Jubilee  Samaritan  Fund,  the  services  of  one 
trained  nurse  are  available  for  general  nursing.  The  Fund  is  an  entirely 
voluntary  organisation.  During  1946  the  Nurse  paid  2,579  visits  to  the  Sick  Poor 
in  Northfleet.  Hon.  Secretary  :  Mr.  W.  P.  Grant. 


RELIEVING  OFFICER. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Main  waring,  Council  Offices,  Northfleet. 

Telephone — -Gravesend  1274. 

REGISTRAR  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  AND  VACCINATION  OFFICER* 

D.  A.  Gough,  36,  Springhead  Road,  Northfleet. 

Mondays  2 — -4  p.m. 

Fridays  5 — 6  p.m. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Minor  Ailment,  Aural,  Child  Guidance,  Dental,  Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic  and 


Speech 

(a)  Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 

Gravesend,  Windmill  Street 

Denton 

Northfleet,  West  Kent  House, 
vStation  Road 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 


(b)  Aural  Clinics.* 

Gravesend,  Gravesend  Hospital. 


Dartford,  County  Hospital 


(c)  Child  Guidance  Clinics.* 

Crayford,  Woodside  Road, 

Bexley  heath 

Chatham,  118,  Maidstone  Road . 

(d)  Dental  Clinics.* 

Northfleet,  West  Kent  House, 
Station  Road 

Gravesend,  5,  Manor  Road 
In  addition  temporary  clinics  are 
Meopham,  Southfleet,  Fawkham, 


Clinics. 


Every  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday,  9.30  a.m. 

Every  Tuesday  and  Friday,  10.30  a.m. 
Health  Visitor  attends  every  morning 
from  9.0  to  10. o  and  Medical  Officer  every 
Saturday  morning. 

Health  Visitor  attends  every  morning 
from  9.0  to  10. o  and  Medical  Officer  every 
Saturday  morning. 

E.N.T.  Surgeon  attends  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  month  and 
Aural  Nurse  on  1st  and  5th  Wednesday 
mornings. 

E.N.T.  Surgeon  attends  2nd  and  4th 
Monday  afternoons  in  the  month  and 
the  Aural  Nurse  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th 
Monday  afternoons. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Friday  all  day 
and  Thursday  afternoon. 

Every  day  except  Saturday. 

Every  Monday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
all  day. 

Every  day. 

held  at  Stone,  Bean,  Hartley,  Longfield, 
Higham,  Shorne  and  Cobham. 
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(e)  Ophthalmic  Clinics* 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent 
Hospital . 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 


Gravesend  and  North  Kent 
Hospital . 

(f)  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Dartford,  County  Hospital* 

Gravesend  Borough 

(g)  Speech  Clinic* 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 
Chatham,  “  Elmsley  House,” 
118,  Maidstone  Road 


Every  Tuesday  morning  and  Thursday 
afternoon. 

ist,  2nd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesday  in  the 
month  all  day. 

Every  Monday  all  day. 

Every  Friday  afternoon. 

ist  ,2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Tuesday  afternoons 
in  the  month. 

Referred  to  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at 
Gravesend  Hospital,  by  arrangement. 

Every  Tuesday  and  Friday  all  day. 
Every  Tuesday  afternoon  and  all  day 
Wednesday. 


*  Children  should  not  be  sent  to  these  clinics  without  previous  appointments. 
Heads  of  schools  who  are  seeking  emergency  dental  treatment  for  the  relief  of  pain 
for  any  child  should  telephone  to  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  dental  surgeon  is  in  attendance  at  the  clinic.  If  a  clinic  is  not  being  held, 
the  Divisional  Education  Officer  will  advise  as  to  the  name  and  address  of  the  nearest 
dentist  whose  services  have  been  made  available  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  for 
emergency  dental  treatment. 


MENTAL  WELFARE. 


Information  on  matters  of  mental  welfare  can  be  obtained  from  the  Kent 
Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare,  70,  King  Street,  Maidstone  (Telephone 
3889). 

BLIND  PERSONS. 

Information  on  matters  affecting  the  blind,  or  those  threatened  with  blindness, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind, 
15,  Ashford  Road,  Maidstone  (Telephone  3717). 


HOSPITALS. 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital,  Gravesend.— Serves  the  District, 
and  contains  168  beds,  of  which  23  are  reserved  for  children's  cots  and  18  beds  and 
cots  for  maternity  cases. 


Day  and  Time  of  Attendance  for  Registration  at  Out-Patient  Department. 


GRAVESEND  AND  NORTH  KENT  HOSPITAL. 


MONDAY. 

1 1. 00  a.m.  Traumatic  Clinic 

11.30  a.m.  Ear,  Nose  &  Throat 

05.00  p.m.  (By  appointment  with 

Almoner)  Surgical 


Mr.  M.  Landau. 

Mi.  C.  G.  E.  Plumstead 

Mr.  Sol.  Cohen 
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11.30  a.m. 

02.00  p.m. 
02.30  p.m. 


TUESDAY. 

Surgical  Out-Pat.  [_ 

and  Varicose  Veins)  Mr.  K.  W.  D.  Hartley 
Ante-Natal  Mr.  F.  S.  Horrocks 

Gynaecological  1  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Hunter 


WEDNESDAY. 


10.00  a.m.  (By  appointment) 

10.00  a.m.  (By  appointment) 
(Plasters) 

01.00  p.m.  (By  appointment) 

03.00  p.m.  (By  appointment  with 
Almoner) 


C.0.2 

Fracture  Clinic 
K.C.C.  Chest  Clinic 

Psychiatric  Clinic 


Mr.  C.  A.  White 
Mr.  M.  Landau 


Mr.  S.  W.  Hardwick 


09.30  a.m. 
10.30  a.m. 
12.00  noon 


THURSDAY. 

Ophthalmic 

Orthopaedic 

Electro-Medical 


Mr.  W.  E.  Heath 
Mr.  J.  S.  Batchelor 
Mr.  K.  W.  D.  Hartley 


08.30  a.m. 

11. 15  a.m.  (By  appointment) 
New  cases  12.15  p.m. 

01.45  p.m. 


FRIDAY. 

Dental  Clinic 
Fracture  Clinic 

K.C.C.  Ophthalmic 
Clinic 


Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  M.  Landau 

Mr.  M.  F.  McDonnell 


SATURDAY. 

11. 00  a.m.  Medical  Out-patients  Mr.  J.  Crawford 

DRESSINGS  DAILY  at  09.00  a.m. 

FRACTURE  CLINIC.  Patients  being  discharged  from  the  Wards  to  Fracture  Clinic 

must  first  make  an  appointment  with  the  Records  Clerk. 


COUNTY  HOSPITAL,  DARTFORD. 
Out-Patients  Clinics. 


Fracture  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 

V.D.  Clinic 


X-Ray  and  Massage 

Psychological  O.P. 
Gynaecologist 
Orthopaedic  O.P. 


Thursday,  9  a.m. 

Thursday  by  appointment  only. 

Monday,  Thursday,  Saturday,  2.30  p.m. 

New  patients  by  appointment  Friday. 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday, — - 
Males,  5-6  p.m.  Females  1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Doctor  :  Mondays,  Men  4-6  p.m.  Women  11-1  p.m. 
Monday  to  Friday  9.30-5  p.m. 

Physiotherapist — Dr.  Rattray,  Wednesday  1.30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday  by  appointment. 

1st  Monday  in  month  1.30  p.m.  M.  Donaldson. 

1st,  3rd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in  month  2.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Gilford,  F.R.C.S. 
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Ophthalmic  O.P. 

Medical  O.P. 

Surgical  O.P. 

Dr.  Cochrane's  O.P. 
Skin  Clinic 
Children’s  Clinic 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
T.B.  Clinic 


2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  month  2  p.m. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Lorriman. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Stratton,  M.R.C.P.  Wednesday  2  p.m. 
Wednesdays  10  a.m.  Mr.  Meyrick  Thomas,  F.R.C.S. 
Friday  11  a.m.  General  Cases. 

Dr.  Ockwell,  F.R.C.S.,  M.D.,  Tuesdays  9  a.m. 
Commencing  Feb.  17th,  2  Renton  Ward. 

Mr.  Duncan  Leys,  F.R.C.S.  Appointment  only. 
Thursdays  2  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Lipscombe. 

A.P.  Fridays  10  a.m.,  for  Dartford. 

T.B.  Clinic  Wednesdays  X-Rays. 


DISPENSARIES. 

Tuberculosis. 

13,  New  Road,  Rochester  Tuesdays  2-3  p.m.  Fridays,  9.30-10.30  a.m 
Gravesend  and  North  Kent 

Hospital,  Gravesend.  Wednesdays,  1-3  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

36,  New  Road,  Rochester.  MEN 

’Phone  :  Chatham  3343. 

WOMEN 

22,  Cobham  Street,  Gravesend  MEN 

WOMEN 


Mondays 

Thursdays 

Mondays 

Thursdays 

Tuesdays 

Thursdays 

Tuesdays 

Thursdays 


1- 30—4-30  P-m- 
10 — 1  p.m. 

1.30— 4.30  p.m 
10 — 1  p.m. 

11.30 —  1.30  p.m. 

3-30—5  P-m. 

2 —  3.30  p.m. 

2 — 3.30  p.m. 


The  undermentioned  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  suffering  from  V.D. 
attending  Rochester  and  Gravesend  V.D.  Clinics  from  Northfieet  Urban  District  : — 


Rochester  Clinic  : —  Male. 

Previousey  treated  eesewhere 

Syphilis  (primary)  .  .  .  1 

Non-venereal .  .  .  .  .  1 

Discharged  cured— 

Non-venereal  .  .  .  1 

Transferred  to  Gravesend  Clinic — 

Syphilis  (primary)  .  .  .  1 


Total  No.  of  attendances  of  northfleet 

PATIENTS  DURING  1 946 

Patients  (Northfleet)  remaining  from  1945 

AND  STILL  UNDER  OBSERVATION — 


Syphilis  (congenital)  .  .  .  1 

Gravesend  Clinic  : — 

New  Patients  (Northfleet)  Male. 


Female. 


1 

1 


20 


Female.  Total. 


Syphilis  . 

Soft  sores 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-venereal 


7  3  10 

10  1  11 

15  3  18 


Total 


32 


7 


39 


Attendances 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  60 

Soft  sore  .  .  .  .  — 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  44 

Non-venereal  .  .  .  .  54 


Total  .  158 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  : — 

Smallpox  to  Dislingbury  Hospital,  (Tel.  Maidstone  4321). 

Other  cases  to  T'artford  (Bow  Arrow)  Isolation  Hospital  (Tel.  Dartford  3369). 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  notified  . 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital 
Percentage  of  cases  removed 

Enteric  Fever, 

Cases  notified  . 


Diphtheria. 

ic  Cases  notified 

2 

20.00 

Sonne  Dysentery. 
Nil.  Cases  notified 


Nil. 


Nil 


Tuberculosis. 

Statement  of  particulars  appearing  on  the  register  of  notifications  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946  : — 


Non-  Pul  and 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pul. 


M. 


(a)  No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 

the  register  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year  .  .  63 

(b)  No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

register  at  the  end  of  the  year  68 

(c)  No.  of  cases  notified  during  the 

year  .  . .  .  12 

(d)  No.  of  deaths  during  the  year  8 


F.  Total  M.  F.  Total  Totals 


39 

102 

13 

10 

23 

125 

45 

113 

13 

10 

23 

136 

9 

21 

— 

2 

2 

23 

3 

11 

— 

1 

1 

12 

The  following  are  the  ages  and  occupations  of  those  persons  notified  duiin  the 
year  : — 
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Occupation. 


Occupation. 


Age 

M.  F. 


10 

School  age. 

13 

School  age. 

13 

School  age. 

U 

School  age. 

l6 

School  age. 

l6 

School  age. 

18 

Unemployed. 

x9 

Shorthand-typist. 

20 

Apprentice-engineering. 

22 

Ex-Navy. 

25 

Housewife. 

26 

Housewife. 

27 

None. 

Age 

M.  F. 


29 

Factory  worker. 

3X 

R.A.F.  (fitter’s  mate). 

31 

R.  A.F.)  (papermaker) . 

33 

Housewife. 

Army. 

38 

Housewife. 

43 

Paper  finisher. 

49 

Deck  hand  on  steam  ferry. 

5o 

Labourer — cement  works. 

55 

Labourer. 

55 

Painter — paper  mills. 

56 

Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

Clinics  are  held  daily  at  the  Council  Offices  from  io-ii  a. in.  and  twice  weekly 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  afternoons  from  3-4  p.m. 

Present  Position. 

(Council’s  Scheme  only). 

Under  5  years. 

Percentage  immunised  . .  40.7 

Total  number  of  children  immunised 

(Estimated)  .  .  .  587 

Scabies. 

During  the  year  treatment  for  persons  suffering  from  Scabies  was  provided  at 
Brookvale  Depot  and  96  persons  and  contacts  were  treated. 


Between  5  and  15  years. 
59-2 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Reports  received  on  samples  taken  from  various  taps  on  the  Gravesend  and 
Milton  Water  Works  Co.  supply  to  the  area. 


Date  of 
Samples  1946. 


No.  of  organisms  per  c.c. 
capable  of  growth  on  Agar 

at  Remarks. 

37°C.  22°C, 


23rd  January 

0 

0 

Good  Waters 

0 

0 

>9  >) 

0 

0 

})  >9 

20th  February 

0 

2 

n  >) 

2 

0 

7  7  7) 

27th  March 

0 

0 

7  9  7  9 

0 

0 

7  7  7  9 
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24th  April  o 

o 

22nd  May  0 

o 

26th  J une  0 

o 

30th  July  o 

o 

28th  August  o 

0 

25th  September  o 

0 

30th  October  0 

0 

4th  December  0 

o 

17th  December  0 

o 


0 

Good 

Waters 

0 

y  > 

y  > 

0 

) ) 

y  y 

8 

> ) 

y  y 

0 

y  > 

y  y 

0 

y y 

y  > 

0 

y ) 

y  y 

0 

)  > 

y  y 

0 

)  > 

y  y 

0 

y  y 

y  y 

0 

> ) 

y  y 

0 

>  y 

y  y 

0 

y  y 

y  y 

0 

y  y 

y  y 

0 

y  > 

y  y 

0 

y  y 

y  y 

0 

y  y 

y  y 
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As  a  result  of  informal  action  during  the  year,  13  houses  previously  served  by 
external  standpipe,  had  an  internal  supply  of  water  provided.  In  each  instance 
the  installation  of  sinks,  fittings  and  new  drainage  works  was  required. 

Over  99%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  now  provided  with  an  internal  supply 
of  water  direct  from  the  Company’s  main. 


GRAVESEND  AND  MILTON  WATERWORKS  COMPANY. 

Report  on  four  samples  of  water  received  from  here  labelled  : — 

No.  1  &  2.  “  Well  water  from  Pumping  Station,  Downs  Road,  Northfleet. 

26/6/46.” 

No.  3.  “  Tap  water  from  well  in  Downs  Road,  Northfleet.  17/12/46.” 

No.  4.  “  Water  from  Fire  Station,  All  Saints  Road,  Northfleet.  17/12/46.” 

These  wTaters  wTere  of  excellent  organic  quality. 

Analytical  Details.  Parts  per  100,000. 


No.  I. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

Total  solid  residue 

36.5 

39-5 

37-5 

37-5 

Chlorine 

1.9 

1.9 

1.8 

1.8 

Free  Ammonia . 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.3 

0-3 

0.2 

0.2 

Oxygen  absorbed,  J  hour  at  8o°F . 

0.006 

0.008 

0.009 

0.005 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at  8o°  F. 

0.012 

0.012 

0.017 

0.009 

Nitrites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

CIRCULAR  2831 — PROMOTION 

OF  CLEANLINESS, 

GOOD 

HABITS 

AND  THE  ELIMINATION  OF  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Part  of  the  Council’s  depot  at  Brook  Vale  was  adapted  for  the  cleansing  of  ver¬ 
minous  persons.  Tethane  is  used  in  cases  of  infestation  of  head.  Two  members  of 
the  Council  Staff  were  trained  for  the  purpose  and  treatment  is  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

All  children  in  its  area  are  inspected  and  examined  at  regular  interval'  by  the 
Council’s  staff  and  cases  requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Centre. 

Talks  on  the  subject  are  given  periodically. 

Clothing  is  disinfested  by  steam  disinfector  whilst  patients  are  undergoing 
treatment. 

During  1946  97  persons  were  treated. 

Persons  requiring  institutional  treatment  are  conveyed  to  the  Kent  County 
Hospitals.  16 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


All  milk  shops,  dairies,  bakehouses  and  workshops  were  visited  at  least  twice 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Thirty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
all  of  which  were  reported  satisfactory. 

Ten  samples  of  milk  as  supplied  to  schools  were  taken.  These  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Milk  retailed  locally  is  produced  in  other  districts. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  All 
samples  revealed  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis. 


*7 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


This  part  of  the  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  W.  A.  Elkington,  County  Inspector,  Dartford,  for  the  following  particulars 
of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  year  : — 

Description  of  sample.  Samples  taken.  Description  of  sample.  Samples  taken. 


Australian  Honey  I 

Baking  Powder .  I 

Barley  Flakes  . .  I 

Bloater  Paste  . .  I 

Breakfast  Sausage  i 

Butter  i 

Cake  Flour  .  i 

Calsimil  I 

Camphorated  Oil  3 

Castor  Oil  .  i 

Cheese  i 

Chocolate  Malt  Spread  .  i 

Cocoa  i 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  I 

Dried  Egg  . .  i 

Dried  Milk  .  I 

Flour,  Self  Raising  .  I 

Gammon  Bacon  i 


Gin  .  2 

Jam,  Raspberry  i 

Lard  i 

Macaroni  i 

Malted  Food  .  i 

Margarine  . .  2 

Milk  . .  33 

Mustard  Oil  .  i 

Oatmeal  I 

Rum  .  i 

Sausage  Meat  .  i 

Sponge  Mixture  i 

Sugar  .  2 

Syrup  of  Figs  .  2 

Tea  .  i 

Vinegar,  Malt  . .  i 

Vinegar,  Non-Brewed  .  i 

Whisky  i 


All  the  above  samples  were  “  Genuine  ”  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 

Milk.  Contained  26.0%  extraneous  water.  Followed  up  by  further  samples  taken 
outside  the  area  of  the  Northfleet  Urban  District  and  proceedings  subsequently 
taken  against  the  producer  concerned. 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 

Articles  Condemned.  Amount. 


Canned  milk  .  .  .  27  X  140Z.  tins. 

Canned  meat  .  .  2  X  i6oz.  tins. 

Canned  vegetables  . .  .  3  X  iqoz.  tins,  1  X  iojoz.  tin. 

Canned  fish  .  .  .  5  tins. 

Eggs  (shell)  .  .  .  56  doz. 

Fish  .  .  .  .  46  stone. 

Christmas  pudding  .  . .  25  lbs. 

Cheese  . .  .  .  5^  lbs. 

Pickles  . .  . -  . -  2  jars. 

Jam  .  . .  . .  .  1  jar. 

Rum  Essence  .  .  .  2  small  bottles. 

Malt  tablets  . .  .  . _  5  small  tubes. 

Tomatoes  . .  . .  .  8  lbs. 

Oranges  .  .  . .  165  lbs. 

Mutton  .  . .  .  88  lbs. 

Beef  . ...  .  ........  59  lbs. 
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During  July,  1946,  the  Council  appointed  a  Sewage  Works  Manager,  and  since 
that  time  a  number  of  samples  have  been  taken  for  his  guidance. 

Frequent  samples  of  sewage  effluent  from  the  works  are  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 
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HOUSING. 


The  housing  shortage  in  the  district  remains  very  acute  and  applicants  for  Council 
house  tenancies  now  number  over  1,600. 

During  the  year  the  50  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  on  the  Orchard 
Road  and  Meadow  Road  sites  were  completed  and  occupied. 

In  addition  to  their  programme  of  250  permanent  and  temporary  prefabricated 
houses,  the  Council  accepted  responsibility  in  December  for  the  adaptation  of 
approximately  100  Nissen  Huts  situated  at  Wrotham  and  forming  part  of  an  un¬ 
occupied  pre-OCTU  training  camp.  The  following  report  deals  in  detail  with  all 
particulars  relating  to  the  camp  up  to  the  end  of  1946. 

1.  General  Remarks. — The  camp  consists  of  five  camps  comprising  in  all 
approximately  1,000  huts,  mainly  of  the  “  Nissen  ”  type,  covering  an  area  of  about 
700  acres  of  thickly  wooded  country  ;  to  date  about  170  families  are  in  occupation, 
a  high  proportion  of  whom  were  previously  resident  in  the  areas  of  adjacent  author¬ 
ities.  All  the  services  were  on  a  communal  basis,  there  being,  with  few  exceptions, 
no  water  supply,  drainage  facilities  or  cooking  arrangements  to  individual  huts, 
whilst  electricity  was  obtained  in  bulk  and  distributed  to  each  hut  by  overhead 
wires  which  needed  constant  supervision  and  maintenance. 

To  ensure  reasonably  decent  living  conditions,  it  was  considered  that  the 
minimum  requirements  at  each  hut  should  include  the  provision  of  a  water  tap, 
sink  with  slop  water  drain,  cooking  facilities  and  lavatory  accommodation,  whilst 
in  addition  at  least  one  breeze  block  (or  other  material)  partition  should  be  provided 
to  separate  sleeping  quarters  from  living  room. 

The  Principal  Housing  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  agreed  that  having 
regard  to  the  extent  of  this  camp,  it  would  be  an  impossible  task  for  the  Strood  Rural 
District  Council  to  administer  and  carry  out  the  necessary  work  of  adaptations 
without  additional  assistance,  and  suggested  that  the  best  way  out  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  for  the  five  camps  to  be  divided  among  individual  local  authorities  and 
adapted  by  them  for  their  own  needs  within  the  scope  of  paragraph  6  of  Circular 
20/46,  the  Ministry  being  prepared  to  allow  reasonable  expenditure  up  to  a  maximum 
of  £100  per  hut.  The  whole  of  the  approved  expenditure  involved  would  be  re¬ 
imbursed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Northfleet  has  taken  Camp  “D”  and  part  of  Camp  “B.” 

It  has  been  decided  that  shops,  clinics  and  educational  facilities  should  be 
centralised  in  Camp  “B”.  One  hut  has  been  allocated  to  the  Kent  County  Council 
for  use  as  clinic  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  five  huts  to  the  Kent 
Education  Committee  for  educational  purposes.  Eicences  have  been  issued  and  huts 
allocated  to  butchers,  grocers,  fishmongers,  a  cafe  and  stores  for  sale  of  cigarettes, 
tobacco,  sweets  and  newspapers.  Milk  is  delivered  to  the  huts  by  roundsmen. 

2.  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting. — The  Kent  County  Council,  who  are  the 
responsible  authority,  have  appointed  a  Midwife  and  a  Health  Visitor  to  the  camps. 

3.  Health  Conditions. — 

(a)  Water  Supplies. — Piped  supplies  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Mid- 
Kent  Water  Company  are  available. 

(b)  Drainage. — Main  drainage  is  available  to  a  large  percentage  of  the  huts. 
Sewage  disposal — sedimentation  tanks — sludge  drying  beds — dosing  chamber — 
three  filters — humus  tanks. 

(c)  Refuse  Collection. — The  Strood  Council  have  plans  ready  to  undertake 
a  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 


20 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  CLINIC  AND  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northfeeet  Urban  District  Councie. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Uadies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  fully  utilised  and  are  continuing  to  be  most  successful.  During  the  past 
year  357  babies  have  attended  these  Clinics,  while  the  total  attendances  for  the 

year  amounted  to  9,820.  _ 

We  still  hold  two  Clinics  in  Northfleet  and  one  at  Istead  Rise — -one  session  weekly 
at  Perry  Street,  two  sessions  at  the  Council  Offices  each  week  and  once  each  month 
in  the  Country  area.  In  this  way  ample  provision  is  made  in  all  areas. 

We  continue  to  dispense  certain  foods  for  the  children,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Food  Office,  we  distribute  the  Cod  River  Oil  and  Orange  Juice. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  majority  of  the  children  in  this  area  are  immunised 
against  Diphtheria,  and  facilities  for  this  we  offer  to  each  mother  as  soon  as  her 
child  is  one  year  old. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  record  the  help  I  receive  from  our  Health  Visitor, 
Miss  Martin,  whose  work  outside  the  Clinics  in  no  small  way  contributes  to  the 
large  attendances.  I  am  likewise  grateful  to  our  clerk,  Miss  Cook,  and  the  Lady 
Helpers  for  their  assistance  in  food  distribution  and  clerical  work. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  continues  to  be  held  for  a  session  of  one  hour  each  week. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  88  attendances. 

In  these  days  of  great  social  changes,  the  whole  set-up  of  the  services  you  have 
so  wisely  provided  in  the  past  and  which  has  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  Child 
Community,  may  be  taken  over  by  a  central  authority  in  the  near  future.  I  would 
therefore  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  all  for  your  most  kind  co¬ 
operation  and  unfailing  help  during  many  years  in  your  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CRAWFORD,  M.B. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1946 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1946. 


Infant  Welfare. 

Ante-Natal  Visits  .  .  .  . .  .  .  32 

Babies  o — 1  year  (First  visit)  .  373 

,,  o — 1  year  (Subsequent  visits)  .  947 

,,  1 — 5  years  (Routine  visits)  1,425 

,,  0 — 5  years  (Special  visits)  42 

Visits  re  Home  Helps  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Council  Offices  Annexe.— During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  has  been  necessary 
to  limit  the  attendances  in  order  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  large  numbers.  In 
doing  this,  particular  care  was  taken  to  convey  to  the  mothers  that  a  warm  welcome 
awaited  them  if  they  had  any  problem— that  only  routine  visits  are  curtailed. 

Perry  Street  Clinic. — The  same  arrangement  of  curtailing  routine  visits  had  to 
be  put  into  practice  at  this  centre  despite  the  fact  that  the  move  to  the  Harriers  Hall 
on  July  10th  facilitated  our  work  considerably.  The  heat  of  the  Hall  in  summer, 
due  to  its  iron  roof,  and  the  muddy  approach  in  winter  seem  to  have  very  little 
retarding  effect  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  mothers  who  so  cheerfully  accept 
these  inconveniences. 

Istead  Rise. — This  centre  has  shown  a  marked  increase  in  attendances  since  the 
army  vehicles  have  discontinued  using  the  Wrotham  Road. 

Toddlers’  Clinic. — So  many  mothers  of  toddlers  have  expressed  their  desire  to 
continue  to  bring  their  children  to  the  clinic  but  feel  they  must  not  take  the  time 
away  from  the  babies,  that  we  have  tried  to  institute  a  Toddlers’  Clinic  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  each  month  from  3—4.30  p.m.  Mothers  with  babies  under  1  year  are 
asked  to  avoid  this  day  unless  they  have  a  particular  reason  for  attending,  when 
they  are  made  very  welcome. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. — Facilities  have  been  extended  to  the  County  Midwives 
allowing  them  the  use  of  the  Council  Offices  Annexe  once  a  week  for  the  purpose  of 
Ante-Natal  examination  and  booking  of  patients.  This  has  proved  of  great  use  to 
expectant  mothers  who  are  reasonably  sure  of  finding  someone  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  who  can  give  them  the  advice  they  are  seeking. 

Foster  Children. 

One  foster  child  has  been  taken  off  the  register,  having  reached  the  age  of  nine 
years.  During  the  year  another  two  children  have  been  placed  on  the  register, 
with  whom  contact  has  been  maintained. 

Adoption  of  Children. 

Five  children  have  been  adopted  in  the  area,  and  contact  has  been  maintained 
with  them  all. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  the  practice  has  been  adopted  of  sending  out  birthday  greetings 
to  reach  children  on  their  first  birthday,  and  telling  the  mothers  that  the  child  is 
now  due  for  immunisation. 
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Sale  of  Foods. 

Year.  Total  Value  of  Foods  Sold. 

1942  £588 

1943  £874 

1944  £1,104 

1945  £f577 

1946  £2,256 


In  addition,  the  distributing  of  vitamins  and  National  Dried  Milk,  according  to 
the  Government  Scheme,  is  administered  by  the  Department. 

In  connection  with  this  work  I  must  express  my  gratitude  to  Miss  Cook,  who 
returned  to  the  department  in  April.  The  small  storage  space  makes  it  extremely 
difficult  to  keep  sufficient  stocks  for  our  needs  as  this  side  of  the  work  grows — 
and  in  this  respect  Miss  Cook  has  shown  much  resourcefulness — again,  in  this  respect 
of  the  work,  her  initiative  and  willingness  to  co-operate  in  any  scheme  for  the  welfare 
of  the  department  have  given  great  help  to  me  personally.  During  the  last  half 
of  this  year  she  has  almost  entirely  administered  the  Domestic  and  Home  Help 
Schemes,  showing  much  forethought  in  arranging  for  emergency  measures  over 
Bank  Holidays. 

Baby  Week. 

During  National  Baby  Week  much  publicity  was  given  to  the  campaign  for 
Wise  Parentcraft.  An  exhibition  was  open  at  the  Council  Offices  for  the  whole  week, 
and  the  peak  of  the  activities  was  a  meeting  at  the  County  Modern  Boys’  School 
which  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Leslie  Housden,  O.B.E.,  on  this  subject.  Many  tributes 
were  afterwards  received  from  parents  who  attended  the  meeting. 

Voluntary  Ladies. 

I  have  again  to  record  my  very  sincere  appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  the 
Voluntary  Ladies.  I  cannot  stress  too  much  the  value  of  their  work. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDITH  L  MARTIN. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northfeeet  Urban  District  Councie. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  once  again  great  pleasure  in  submitting  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1946  * 
As  in  previous  years,  the  report  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department 
has  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  standard. 


Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  .  .  476 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  3.048 

Informal  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  314 

,,  ,,  complied  with  .  .  .  .  .  223 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  87 

,,  ,,  complied  with  .  .  .  .  . .  71 

Visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1946. 

First  visits,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  456 

Re-visits,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  1,058 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  .  .  .  .  .  .  162 

Inspections  of  verminous  premises  .  .  .  - .  .  75 

Visits  in  connection  with  verminous  persons  .  .  .  .  17 

Water  supply  and  subsequent  visits  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Drainage  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  128 

Drains  tested  .  .  . .  .  .  .  46 

Visits  regarding  cesspools  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Housing  Act  visits  and  revisits  .  .  .  .  .  112 

Moveable  dwelling  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Rats  and  mice  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  204 

Factories  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Bakehouses — basement  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Bakehouses — ground  level  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Food  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  m 

Dairies  and  milkshops  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Milk  sampling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Water  sampling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Sewage  sampling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  iq 

Stables  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Miscellaneous,  accumulations,  animals,  A.R.P.,  etc.  .  .  .  205 


2,896 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year  : — 


Accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  removed  . .  . .  .  .  3. 

Animals  in  an  unfit  state  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Ashbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nq 

Ceilings  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Cesspools  repaired  .  .  . .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  . .  .  .  .  2 

Chimney  flues  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  q 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Door  frames  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  .  . .  3 
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Drainage  Systems  : — 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Drains  cleansed  .  .  .  . -  .  .  55 

Gully  traps  repaired  or  renewed .  .  .  .  .  n 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  provided  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Inspection  chambers  repaired .  .  .  .  .  2 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Valley  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Fireplaces,  brickwork  and  plasterwork  repaired .  .  .  .  5 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Floors,  sub-floor  ventilation  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Rainwater  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  12 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  94 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  8 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Rats,  premises  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,319 

Verminous  rooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Walls,  brickwork  repaired,  repointed  or  rendering  repaired  .  .  21 

Walls,  damp  proofed  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Walls,  internal  plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  . .  .  37 

Washing  boilers,  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  11 

Water  closets  : — 

External  structure  repaired  .  '  .  .  .  .  10 

Internal  structure  repaired  .  . ;  .  .  .  2 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  23 

Flush  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Basins  and  traps  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Seats  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Water  supply,  supply  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  .  .  .  .  26 

Windows,  woodwork  of  frames,  sashes  or  sills  repaired  or  renewed .  .  37 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  11 

Infection  and  Disinfection. 


The  disinfection  of  the  home  is  carried  out  by  a  trained  member  of  the  staff, 
either  by  spraying  or  by  gaseous  disinfection.  Clothing  and  bedding  is  removed 
and  treated  at  Brookvale  Depot  in  the  Thresh  Disinfector.  Books  and  other  articles 
are  also  fumigated  at  Brookvale  Depot. 

In  addition  to  disinfections  within  the  district,  two  neighbouring  authorities 
also  use  the  disinfecting  facilities  provided  at  Brookvale  Depot. 

During  the  year  162  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
made. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated 


during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  10 

Tuberculosis  .  23 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .  4 

Sonne  Dysentery  . _  5 

Puerperal  Fever  . .  2 

Smallpox  contacts  .  56 


Total  100 


Included  in  this  was  the  supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  same. 
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Disinfestation. 

Premises  infested  with  bed  bugs  are  treated  by  liquid  spray  insecticides  and 
fumigated  with  sulphur  candles.  The  work  is  often  rendered  difficult  owing  to  the 
structure  and  type  of  premises  concerned. 

Bedding,  clothing  and  other  suitable  articles  are  dealt  with  in  the  steam 
disinfector. 

A  charge  is  made  for  this  work  on  all  properties  other  than  those  owned  by  the 
Council. 

Other  infestations  treated  during  the  year  included  cockroaches,  wasps,  ants, 
steam  flies,  silverfish  and  fleas.  Methods  employed  against  the  pests  were  insecticide 
sprays  and  powders  and  cyanide  gas. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  no  milk  producers  within  this  area,  but  two  dairymen  are  licensed  to 
sell  “  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ”  one  to  bottle  same  and  three  to  sell  “  Pasteurised  ” 
milk. 

Twenty-five  persons  and  premises  are  registered  for  the  carrying  on  of  such 


business,  viz  : — 

Dairymen  .  .  .  ........  2 

Milkshops  (bottle  milk  only)  .  .  20 

Sterilised  milk  (wholesale)  .  .  3 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  now  only  two  basement  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  were 
visited  regularly  during  the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  working  con¬ 
ditions  of  employees  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  one  ground  level  bakehouse  ceased  to  be  used  as  such.  There 
now  remains  two  bakehouses  of  this  type  on  the  Register.  Six  visits  were  made 
during  the  year.  Verbal  intimation  was  sufficient  to  remedy  minor  defects  revealed 
by  the  visits. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

During  the  year  a  survey  of  the  district  was  made  for  rats  and  mice  infestation. 

The  survey  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  Infestation 
Department. 

In  addition  to  the  Council’s  part-time  rat  catcher,  the  Ministry  of  Food  also 
provided  an  operator. 

PAor  the  purposes  of  the  survey,  the  district  was  divided  into  8  areas,  and  as  each 
area  survey  was  completed,  a  subsequent  treatment  at  points  of  infestation  was 
carried  out. 

In  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  scheme,  Business  Premises  found 
to  be  infested  were  charged  for  treatment. 

At  the  completion  of  the  survey,  the  Council’s  main  sewers  were  treated  for 
infestation. 

The  result  of  all  inspections  for  this  purpose  showed  that  the  river  front  areas 
were  the  main  sites  of  infestation,  with  a  few  minor  points  in  the  older  built-up 
areas  of  the  district.  Negative  results  were  obtained  in  the  case  of  sewer  testing. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

(i)  Inspections. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Number 

of 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(I) 

Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,2,3 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
Local  Authorities 

.4 

by 

8 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in 
to  which  Sec.  7  applies 

(1) 

49 

70 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

57 

88 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred 

Particulars  Found.  Re-  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  Prose- 

medied.  Inspec-  Inspec-  cutions. 
tors.  tors. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (Si) 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors  (S6) . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

4 

2 

1 

— 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  three  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collector 
Vehicles,  one  of  which  came  into  operation  in  1936,  another  in  1938  and  the  latest 
in  1940.  The  latest  vehicle  being  the  convertible  cesspool  emptier— refuse  collector. 

All  these  vehicles  have  been  in  continuous  service  since  1940,  and  at  no  period 
have  any  of  the  vehicles  been  off  the  road  for  more  than  three  weeks  at  any  one  time. 
During  this  time  the  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  has  been  used  to  assist  neighbouring 
authorities  on  several  occasions. 

Weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained  in  the  more  urban  part  of  the 
district,  whilst  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  in  the  rural  areas  ;  part  of  the  rural 
district  is,  however,  developing,  and  this,  together  with  the  Council  estates  proposed 
and  in  the  course  of  erection,  will  soon  require  additions  to  the  collecting  service. 
In  all,  4,905  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping. 
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Gully,  Gatchpit  and  Cesspool  Emptying. 

These  services  are  being  maintained.  The  new  roads  being  constructed  are 
provided  with  watertight  road  gullies  which  require  more  emptying  and  attention 
than  the  older  type,  and  make  more  calls  on  the  services  of  the  gully  emptying 
machine. 


Street  Cleansing. 

This  service  was  maintained  to  practically  its  normal  level,  although  it  was 
found  necessary  at  times  to  withdraw  labour  to  assist  with  the  refuse  collection. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

J.  S.  COWPLAND, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


28 


